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Dear parents and carers
It very much felt like the start of Christmas this week at Halewood
Academy. Not only did we have a light dusting of snow, we also put the
Christmas tree up in the atrium!
I think you’ll agree that Ms Harrison, Ms Grant and Ms Evans did a
fantastic job of decorating the tree! A massive thank you to them.
Ms Catterall, The Future Female Leaders, Student Council and the
Junior Leadership team are busy organising our Christmas Jumper Day
which will take place on Thursday 16th December. The same day as
our Christmas Lunch. Our student leaders will be asking our school
community to make a voluntary contribution of £1 if they are wearing
a jumper. The funds raised will be donated to their charity of choice,
YoungMinds.
Congratulations to our Year 7 boys football team who had some
excellent performances in their tournament this week, winning games
against Kirkby and Prescot. Mr Rylands and Mr Kendrick were very
impressed with the positive attitude and resilience of the whole team.
They were fantastic ambassadors for the school.
Thank you to parents and carers for supporting the school ensuring that
your child attends with a face covering every day. As we communicated
to parents on Monday, the Department for Education released new
guidance stating that ‘face coverings should be worn in communal areas in all settings by staff, visitors and students, unless
they are exempt’. We have added some extra measures to ensure that our whole school community remains as safe as
possible in the final two weeks of term, for example, we have moved out in person assemblies back online.
Tracey Rollings
Principal
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Maths Challenge of
the Week

Challenge!
Last Week's
Answer

Emily has 4 different coins in her pocket.
Half of the coins are worth less than
50p.
Find the minimum and maximum
possible totals for the money Emily has.

One solution:
Send your answers in to Miss Devonshire
adevonshire@halewoodacademy.co.uk or to your
progress leader.

Word of the week
Synonyms:

Definition:

reduce, decrease,
diminish, lessen

To reduce the amount of
something

minimise
Worked examples:
You should try to minimise the
amount of stress you have in
your life.
Our Core Values
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Thankful Thursday Winners25th November 2021
Thankful Thursdays
Each week, members of staff
have the opportunity to
nominate other staff for
something that they are
thankful for. Miss Rollings then
picks three winners each
Monday. Opposite are last
week’s winners and the reason
for their nominations.

as
does so
2nd in Science. He has stepped up to the plate and
ds. Thank
much for the department it can't be put into wor
you for your support!

R Kendrick: He has been absolutely amazing in his role

A Wilson: He is always ready to help with any problem

day he
you have, even if it is not ICT related. The other
h
helped me with a student and his support was muc
works in
appreciated. I want to thank him for how hard he
ng runs
supporting the school and making sure everythi
smoothly with the technology side of things!

7 lessons this year. She has a great
as a team to make sure the class is calm
relationship with the students, and works with me
providing first class support to students
and working to the best of their ability whilst also
with an EHCP.

S Hall: She has been absolutely wonderful in my year

Halewood Academy

We Seek The Best

Book Advent Calendar
In the lead up to Christmas, Miss Robinson will select a pupil / pupils
each day to pick a book from the ‘Book Advent Calendar’. Pupils
who demonstrate good behaviour and embody the schools core
values will be chosen as the winner for the day, with a new person
being selected each day. The books are wrapped up, with a gift tag
outlining the blurb for you. You can choose any book you want as
your ‘Book Advent Calendar’, but make sure you read all the
ion
blurbs
Fict and choose one that you think you will enjoy. The book is
then yours to keep and take home!

No

The first day started today and Kendra and Bella from year 7 were chosen. Bella was
chosen for helping me with the display and Kendra was chosen for excellent reading during
her lesson today.
Drama
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E-Safety and Cyber Security

Dear parents and carers

Internet safety for children is a top priority when the browse the web. In an ever-changing world,
ensuring pupils’ safety online has never been more important.
https://www.internetmatters.org/ have produced some fantastic information leaflets on
cyberbullying, with excellent tips on how to support young people who may be experiencing issues linked to
cyberbullying.
More information for parents and carers on e-safety and cyberbullying can be found by clicking on the link below:

https://www.halewoodacademy.co.uk/parents/cyber-security/
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E-Safety and Cyber Security
What to do if your child is being cyberbullied:
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E-Safety and Cyber Security

For further information and advice on e-safety, for parents/carers and pupils, please click
on any to download or the link below.
Anonymous
Apps
What parents need to know
What are Anonymous Apps?

Balancing
screen time

Balancing
screen time

Top tips to support
children 11-14 (Key stage 3)

Top tips to support
children 14+ (Key stage 4)
Smartphones are central to teen’s daily routine, if not integral
to it. Whether it’s sending something on Snapchat to keep a
streak going as soon as they wake up, getting up to speed on
news on Twitter or live streaming thoughts about their day on
social media, it can be hard to keep teens away from screens.

As children start senior or secondary school and take
advantage of their independence, it’s likely that they’ll
be spending a lot more time on their devices. This is a
crucial time to talk to them about how to manage their
screen time and give them strategies to find a healthy
balance between their life on and offline. Find tips and
advice to help them do just that.

Anonymous apps allow users to share and interact with
each other without revealing who they are. Unlike social
media sites, many of these apps encourage users to stay
anonymous and chat to each other or post questions and
answers on a range of topics.
Although anything shared on these apps is anonymous,
it's important to note that anonymity is not guaranteed as
certain types of information like an IP address or cookies
can be used to identify who you are. Also, some apps sync
to a users contact list or location to provide a personalised
experience on the platform.

To support teens, it’s more about equipping them with the
tools to self-regulate their own screen time and be critical
about how it is impacting their well-being. Find tips and
advice to help them do just that.

How are children using screens?

How are children using screens?

99%

83%

are online almost
20.5 hours a week

own a
smartphone

Why are these apps popular with children?

are online almost
20.5 hours a week

have a social media profile

Also, these apps remove the anxiety of presenting your ‘best
self’ online and allow teens take on different personas and
explore different ideas without fear of repercussions.

76%

Anonymous apps can expose children to a range of online
risks, including inappropriate content, cyberbullying and sexting.

What is the minimum age of most anonymous apps?

watch on-demand
or streamed content

Source: Ofcom Adults: Media
use and attitudes report 2019

What do parents say about screen time?

By the very nature of these apps, keeping teens safe
becomes that much more of a challenge, so having regular
conversations on the subject is key. Make it a habit to talk
about which apps they are using and any associated watch
outs.

79%

use a smartphone
to go online by the
age of 15

of 12-15s who use YouTube to
watch cartoons, funny videos
and music videos

Source: Ofcom Children and Parents
Media use and attitudes report 2018

Under the cover of anonymity, people may feel less
accountable for what they say and may share things that
they would not on open social platforms.

81%

Nearly
9 out of 10

play games online for
nearly 13.5 hours a week

What risks do Anonymous apps have?

What do parents say about screen time?

Setting screen time limits

Screen time and FOMO

Nearly 9 out of 10 parents take measures
to limit their child’s use of devices as
54% of parents of 11-13s are concerned
about the amount of time their child is
spending online.

Over half of parents of children aged
11-13 feel pressured to allow screen time
particularly access to mobile phones so
that their child doesn’t feel as though
they are missing out as they become
more independent and start organising
their own social lives.

Most Anonymous apps range from a minimum age of
13 to 17. Whatever the minimum age, it’s important to make
sure to review these apps to make sure that the content on
the platform is age appropriate.

Less screen time limits

Although overall almost 9 in 10 parents
take measures to limit their child’s use
of devices, parents of teens are less likely
to take any measures. As they get older it is
important that they have more freedom and
less restrictions – they need to start to develop
the skills to manage this on their own.

Increased use of social media

Half of parents of 14–16s are concerned
about their children’s use of social media
and its impact on their overall mental
wellbeing.

Source: Internet Matters Look both ways report

Source: Internet Matters Look both ways report

Balancing
screen time
1

5 top tips to
support children
and young people

99%

93%

The ability to be anonymous and ask questions that may be
sensitive or embarrassing is one reason why millions of teens
worldwide are using these apps.

Cyberbullying conversation starters

Cyberbullying conversation starters

Talking
to 11-13
year olds

Talking
to 14+
year olds

Lead by example
Just like anything, children copy their
parents’ actions and behaviour. If you
set boundaries for your own screen, it will
be easier for your kids to do the same.

Before you start the conversation

Before you start the conversation

2
Set boundaries
WITH your kids

Think about when and
where is the best to talk
- in the car or a neutral
place where they
feel safe

Get them involved in the process
of setting age appropriate limits on
how long they can spend online, at
what times and on which platforms.
Set up screen-free times or rooms
where screens are out of sight and
therefore more likely to be out of mind.
Review these as they get older and
give them the space to take greater
responsibility for their screen use.

Jot down what you
want to say to focus your
mind and make the
conversation relevant
to them

Be open and
encouraging to make
them feel supported

Think about when and
where is the best to talk
to them - in the car or a
neutral place where
they feel safe

Have a few bite sized
conversations to give
them time to process

Jot down what you
want to say to focus your
mind and make the
conversation relevant
to them

Be open and
encouraging to make
them feel supported

Have a few bite sized
conversations to give
them time to process

What you need to know

What you need to know
Typically 11-13 year olds will:

Have access to a
smartphone or tablet

Use the internet to
play games

Do homework
online

Watch videos on YouTube
or socialise with friends

There has been a rapid
growth in the number of 11-13
years olds using social media
- often with accounts on
multiple social networks

Children as young as 11 post
an average of 26 times a day,
attract 100 followers to every
one of their profiles

Over two thirds of 11-12 year
olds have a Facebook profile
despite requiring users to be
a minimum age of 13

Bullying is a learnt behaviour
- so it’s important to set a
good example and regularly
reinforce how to be a good
digital citizen

3

Having an honest
relationship with your
child is the first step
in being able to tackle
cyberbullying

Ensure a healthy mix
of screen activity
Make sure they have a good balance of
screen activities that encourage creativity,
learning & education, connecting with family
& friends, as well as using devices for passively
engaging with content.

Talk to them about their
digital lives, just as you
would their offline lives

Ditch the Label research
found that those who
have experienced
bullying themselves are
also twice as likely to go
on and bully others

A large majority of
young people that have
experienced bullying will
never tell anyone or report
it because of fear that it
will not be taken seriously

Bullying is a learnt
behaviour - so it’s
important to set a good
example and regularly
reinforce being a good
digital citizen

Online safety
tips for parents
of teenagers
14+ Year Olds

Online safety
tips for parents
of 11-13 Year Olds
More than half of young people
have a social media account by
the time they are 13 years old

As they get older 8 out of 10 teens
spend most of their time online chatting
to friends on social media or in games*

*Source: Ofcom Children and parents: media use and attitudes report 2019

*Source: In their own words: The digital lives of schoolchildren - Cybersurvey 2019

Checklist:
Keep talking

Checklist:

Stay interested in what they’re doing online and discuss what
they might have come across. Don’t be afraid to tackle difficult

Have a conversation

subjects like cyberbullying, and sexting and pornography. Help

The best way to find out what your child is doing online is to
ask them to tell you about what they do and what sites they
like to visit. Discuss with them what they might come across.
There are always stories in the press which will help to start a
conversation. See our conversation starter guide for advice to

them to be critical of things they see online and judge the quality
and reliability of online sources. Acknowledge that this is difficult
considering how content can be manipulated online to persuade
even the most savvy people. Talk together about how to manage
some of these challenges and why it is important.

help children open up about their digital lives.

Manage their online reputation
Agree on boundaries

Let them know that anything they upload, email or message

Have a family agreement about where and when they can use the
internet, how much time they can spend online, the sites they can
visit and the type of information they can share. It’s a good idea to
introduce tech-free meals times and encourage them to keep
phones out of the bedroom at night to help them build a healthy
balance with screen time.

could stay online forever. Remind them that they should only
post things online that they wouldn’t mind you, their teacher
or a future employer seeing. There are lots of stories in the media
that highlight the importance of online reputation and clearly
demonstrate how things that happened years ago can resurface
in the future. See our online reputation advice hub to get tips to
support young people on this issue

Put yourself in control:
Make use of parental controls on your home broadband and
any internet-enabled devices that your child uses. You can visit
our parental control how-to guides to learn how to set these up
or visit your broadband or mobile network’s provider’s website.
You can also set up safe search in Google by going to the
Google Safety Centre.

Adjust controls
Adjust the parental controls on your broadband and internetenabled devices, depending on your child’s age. Your broadband
provider can tell you how. Find out how to set up safe search in
Google by going to the Google Safety Centre. Remember that at
this age they are likely to have friends with unfiltered devices and
whilst parental controls and filtering is important this needs to be

For parents and carers
https://www.halewoodacademy.co.uk/parents/cyber-security/
For pupils
https://www.halewoodacademy.co.uk/students/e-safety-and-cyber-s/
Our Core Values

•

Respect • Aspiration • Collaboration • Excellence • Resilience •

page 6

Halewood Academy | NEWSLETTER

Halewood Academy
Christmas Raffle
Halewood Academy are raising money for YoungMinds Mental Health
Charity who support children, young people and their parents/carers to make
sure they receive the mental health support they need.

Tickets are 20p per ticket or £1 for a row of 5
Please show your support on by purchasing a ticket for this great cause!
Tickets will be on sale during form time, break time and lunch. Raffle will be
drawn on Friday 17th December.

Halewood Academy
Christmas Jumper Day Thursday 16th December
In partnership with Junior Leadership Team,
Student Council, FFL and members of staff in
last week’s meeting agreed they wanted to
do a Christmas Jumper Day for YoungMinds
Mental Health Charity as they feel that
mental health is a key area to focus on, they
would love any proceeds from the event to be
donated to this great cause.
Therefore, we are asking staff and students
to be involved in this event
on Thursday 16th December.
We are asking for a voluntary
contribution of £1.
ach

1
£
e

Our Core Values

•

Thursday
16th December
2021
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Shoe Box Appeal 2021
During the run up period for Christmas you may be aware of the large amount of families that suffer during
these times. Several families cannot afford food, toiletries or presents and are living in severe unhealthy
conditions. You may be wondering, what can we do to help?
A group of children throughout all of the year groups have come together to organise a fundraiser for those in
need. We will be putting together a collection of useful items in shoe boxes and handing them out to the local
communities. Anyway in which you can donate will help, any spare shoe boxes, canned food products, toiletries
or small Christmas gifts will help, despite the age. Anybody of any age can be in desperate times of need at any
time, and we can all participate in helping.
Posters will be around school hallways and teachers will be encouraging the students to bring items in during
lessons and form time.
Please fill your shoebox with a variety of new gifts that
will bring anybody delight. Alternatively, please bring in
either an empty shoebox, any of the listed items on the
next page or a wrapped shoebox with the items included,
again any donation will help.

Halewood Academy
Wade Deacon Trust

Any shoe boxes or donations need to be taken to Miss
Parr (Maths), Mrs Jones or Mr Rylands (PE).
Thank you for your support,
Emma Owens and Kirsten Roe
(Halewood Academy FFL)

Shoe Box Appeal 2021

Humanities Club will be available to
Years 7, 8 and 9 every Monday starting next week.
We will be studying about Ireland, looking into the
history and geography of Ireland over the next 6 weeks.

Humanities Club Club
Humanities
Our Core Values

•

Monday 2:45 – 3:30 pm
Year 7, 8 and 9
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• Shoe Box•

Appeal
Aged
16+

Halewood Academy’s Shoe Box Appeal
We want you to make a shoe box filled with some of the items
on the list below. The shoeboxes will be delivered to the
Halewood community to support our community this
Christmas.
DEODRANTS
RAZORS
HAND WASH
SHAMPOO
BODY WASH
BODY SPRAYS

TINNED FOOD (BAKED BEANS)
DRIED FOOD (PASTA)
CHOCOLATE
SWEETS
HATS
GLOVES
ANY OTHER ADDITIONAL GIFTS

Deliver the boxes to either Miss Parr in Maths or Mrs Jones and Mr Rylands in PE.
Thanks

Our Core Values

•

Respect • Aspiration • Collaboration • Excellence • Resilience •

page 9

Recommended
Reads
Year 7

Year 8

The Infinite by Patience
Agbabi

Across the Risen Sea by Bren
MacDibble

Year 11
The Perks of Being a Wallflower
by Stephen Chbosky

Year 10
The Art of Being Normal by Lisa
Williamson
Parent / Guardian

Year 9

The Great Gatsby by F.
Scott Fitzgerald

The Girl of Ink and Stars by Kiran
Millwood Hargrave

Staff
The God of Small Things by
Arundhati Roy

Our Core Values
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TEACHING AND LEARNING

HOMEWORK AND
EXTENDED CURRICULUM
Hello again!
We are heading towards Christmas, but it's not time to take our foot off the gas just yet! We are still running
extended curriculum sessions every night after school every night; check out the timetable below to see what's
on offer. Our randomly selected winners of the Extended Curriculum Rewards for the last fortnight are:
Year 7: Ava Foster
Year 8: Chloe Warrender
Year 9: Phoebe Watmough
Year 10: Riley Broadhurst
Year 11: Logan Shaw

Students will also still be receiving homework right up until we break up, and we thank you in advance for your
support at home. Our randomly selected winners of the Homework Rewards for the last fortnight are:
Year 7: Lucas Gormley
Year 8: Georgie Wilson
Year 9: Waniya Mirza
Year 10: Edward Neale
Year 11: Luke Rogan
Congratulations to all of our winners!
Mr J Marsh
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Remote

3-4 pm

Remote

3-4 pm

(Max 25 students)
Organised sports fixtures

G04

PE

PE

PE

Y11 - Drama

Netball

Y8 – Football

Badminton – Everton Link

PE
PE

Y9 – Football
Y10 - Football

S18
G39

KS3 - Spanish Club
KS3 - Wellbeing Club

G39
KS4 – Wellbeing Club

PE
Maths
English

PE

PE

History
Geography

PE
Y7 – Football

PE

Badminton – Everton Link

PE
Girls Football

PE

Y8 – Football

S18

Netball

Y11 - Dance
G04
Y11 – Spanish

F34

Y11 – Drama

Organised sports fixtures

S28

Computer Science

PE

Business

PE
Y10 – Football
G03

Y11 – Dance

25 students)

F32

KS3 – Humanities club

HB5B
Y9 – Football
F48

GCSE Media

KS4 – Trampolining (Max

G04

Y11 – Drama

F33
Y11 – History

PE

Y11 – Geography

(Max 25 students)

HB5B

Activity
F33

Activity

Wednesday

History
Geography

Where?

G03

Where?

HB5B

Y11 – Dance

57 & 58

Friday

F33

Y11 – GCSE English
Y11 – History

Where?

Y11 – Geography

Activity

HB4B, F49,

Where?
HB3A,

Activity

Friday

Y10 – History

KS3 – Trampolining

Corridor

Y10 & 11 – Science

Where?

Week 2

PE

PE

PE

Where?

Wednesday

Y11 – Geography

Activity

Tuesday

Science

Activity

Where?

KS4 – Trampolining

& S29

Monday

(Max 25 students)

S40, 41, 42

Maths
English

KS3 – Trampolining

S30

Activity

Y10 & 11 - GCSE Maths

Where?

Tuesday

Y8 - Hegarty Maths

Activity

Monday

Week 1

Extended Curriculum

Halewood Academy | NEWSLETTER
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Thinking of a
career in teaching?

School Direct: What is it?
School Direct is an innovative training
route which allows you to choose the
school in which you train. Wade Deacon
Trust in partnership with Halewood
Academy offers the non-salaried School
Direct Training Programme for both
Primary and Secondary years.
This is open to all graduates who
possess a good quality degree in a
National Curriculum or relevant applied
discipline, plus Grade C/4 or above in
GCSE (or equivalent) English and Maths
(Science also required for Primary
applications). You will pay tuition fees
and may be eligible for a bursary from
the Teaching Agency.

Why Choose School Direct at
Wade Deacon?
This exciting programme enables you
to work within Halewood Academy and
train in the classroom supported by
qualified teachers and mentors. You will
also spend a number of days studying at
University of Chester as you progress
towards Masters level credits.

Any further questions?

Please contact us using the form below or email schooldirect@wadedeacontrust.co.uk
Alternatively you can contact Jane Goulding direct on 0151 458 3400 Ext: 1002.
https://www.wadedeacontrust.com/about-us/teacher-training-programme/

‘We Seek the Best’
Our Core Values
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December Kindness 2021
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ACTION FOR HAPPINESS

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Happier · Kinder · Together

WEDNESDAY

9

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
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