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Dear parents and carers
W

We are already at the end of week 4 at Halewood Academy and as a community we have been
focusing on what makes a RACER student. For those of you that are not sure, RACER is an acronym
for our core values of respect; aspiration; collaboration; excellence and resilience. All values
which we believe are key ingredients in being successful not only at Halewood Academy, but in the
wider world.
Last week, Mrs Jones ran some excellent assemblies on what it means to be a RACER student; on the
importance of aspiration and reaching for the stars. This was followed up in tutor time and PSHE
lessons where students have been exploring what attitudes and behaviours a RACER student possess
and how they can be successful, bit only at Halewood but in their life beyond.
Our theme of aspiration has permeated into this week, where it has hit a high during our Open
Evening on Thursday 23rd September. It was a spectacular, sold out, event which was attended by
nearly 700 people.
There was so much to share with our
community. Here are some of the highlights:
Harry Potter and the wonderful world of
wizardry; dissections galore and explosive
Methane bubbles; the scary skeleton in the black
death room; the dance performances; the
escape room and museum heist; the frog logic
puzzle (was I the only one who couldn’t do it?);
and the crumble being made in Food tech went
down a treat! I must say that the teachers were
enjoying it all a little too much!

This week:

• Maths challenge • Word of the week • ClassCharts • Recommended reads • Parent forum •
Mental health & well-being • PE Extra-Curricular Timetable • Self-care September • Careers in
Computing Science • Year 10 and 11 Revision Mats •

We were overwhelmed by the amount of positive feedback we received. Here are a couple of
highlights:
I would just like to take this opportunity to say 'Thank-you', and express my gratitude to all the staff
and pupils at last-nights open-evening. It was an absolute pleasure to be taken around on the tour,
and all the staff & pupils that we met along the way were an absolute credit to the school. I've
absolutely no doubts whatsoever, that my son would be happy there.
I just wanted to say a big thank you to yourself and all the staff at Halewood Academy for your
fabulous open evening tonight. The children were exceptionally well behaved, their confidence and
pride in their school was lovely to see and really reassuring. The passion and commitment shown by all
members of staff was outstanding. We were really impressed with your school.
Our daughter came out from your school last night on a complete high, her words “she cannot wait to
go to Halewood Academy” that is something we have never heard her say in her whole school life. We
wanted to thank you personally for putting on such a fantastic open evening, you all went above
and beyond from your students making us welcome putting on shows, cooking, directing us around to
the teachers all smiling and making us all feel so special and welcoming it was just a perfect
opening for us.
If you haven’t had a chance to visit our webpage yet and see our Virtual Open Evening, I would really
recommend it. There are some fantastic videos made by our students and staff. We are really proud of
them and everything that they do.
Halewood Academy - Home
Tracey Rollings
Principal

What is Class Charts?
In the previous academic year, we started using Class Charts at Halewood Academy. This is an online system
which teachers use to track achievement and behaviour throughout the school day.
We believe in working closely with parents and one of the key benefits of using Class Charts is that we are able
to securely share your child(s) achievement and behaviour report with you and so keep you up to date in realtime.
We be using this as our main method of communication with parents, replacing messages sent by
Schoolcomms and most letters that would usually be posted.
Please download the free App and if your child is in Years 8-11, you should have already received a letter with
a parent code and student(s) codes which will allow you to get these communications and keep track of your
child(s) achievement and behaviour report through the App. The Year 7 codes will be sent out this week and if
you have not received your child’s Class Charts code in Years 8-11, please email
admin@halewoodacademy.co.uk.

We are happy to announce; Parent Forum meetings will begin again this academic year. We
would like to invite parents/carers to join us in the meetings. It is an informal environment where
you can ask questions; raise any issues or concerns that you may have; consult in school policies;
and express your views on how the school can move forward. If you would like to attend, please
book a place at the Parent Forum meeting by emailing GWalsh@halewoodacademy.co.uk.
The dates of the Forums are:
➢ Wednesday 3rd November 2021 from 4.30-5.30pm
➢ Tuesday 15th March 2022 from 4.30-5.30pm
➢ Wednesday 15th June 2022 from 4.30-5.30pm

Mental Health and Wellbeing
Mental health is an important part of our health. It affects how we think, feel and
act. It also helps us to determine how we manage stress, relate to others and the
choices we make. Mental health is important at every stage in our lives, from early
childhood through to adulthood.
Good mental health and wellbeing involves taking actions and steps to improve your
mental wellbeing. This can be achieved in many
ways; through self-care and wellbeing
strategies; mindfulness; and professional
support where appropriate. Each person is
different and can respond to different
actions and strategies to support
their mental health. You need to find
the ones that work for you. By doing this you will achieve positive mental health and
wellbeing. The only way of finding out which ones work for you, is to try them!
If you need any support with your mental health and wellbeing, please speak to a friend,
family member or a teacher. Other ways to speak to someone are your mental health are
below;

Connect with people to build a sense of belonging and value through
friendships, talking to others and expressing emotions, speaking to
someone new or sharing experiences.
Be Active to reduce depression, anxiety and to slow age-related
decline by completing some physical activities for example walking,
running, bike ride, running, working out.
Keep Learning. This enhances self-esteem, encourages social
interaction and a more active life. The practices of setting goals
has been strongly associated with higher levels of wellbeing. Try to
learn a new skill for example baking, cooking, arts and craft, DIY
projects, writing or taking on a new responsibility.
Give. Participating in social or community life can promote positive
emotions. Activities for example saying thank you to someone,
supporting someone who needs help, volunteering, helping someone with
DIY etc.
Take Notice. Pay attention to the moment ‘Mindfulness.’ Pay
attention to your thoughts, feelings, your body and the world around
you at the present time.

‘It can be easy to rush through life without stopping to notice
much’
If at any time you feel your mental health and wellbeing changes, please remember
support and advice is available to you at any time. This is available in school and
externally. Some of the external support details are available on the previous page.

