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Principal’'s Message

Dear Parents and Carers,

This is a very exciting time for Year 9 pupils in their school career. They
have reached a Key Stage transition point, starting the move from

Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4. This is more formally marked with the
opportunity to select their programme of study for September 2022.

At Halewood Academy, we believe in the importance of teaching a broad
and balanced curriculum. Our aim is to develop pupilss who have both
the academic skills and the personal attributes to succeed in life.

In Years 7, 8 and 9, pupils study a core academic curriculum in Maths, English, Science,
Humanities and Languages alongside foundation subjects, such as Art, Drama, Music, Design
Technology, Food Technology and Computing. All pupils have lessons of Physical Education
each week. Personal, Social, Health and Careers Education is taught through bespoke
lessons throughout the year.

During Year 9, pupils select their GCSE Options and embark on a two-year programme
of study in Year 10 which leads to public examinations in Year 11. By choosing options in
Year 9, pupils are able to specialise in subjects they enjoy and excel in. It also means that
they have more time to develop the depth of knowledge needed to achieve in their GCSE
examinations.

We know that this is a very important decision for our young people and their families. We
want you to know that we are there to support you and your child along this journey.

It is important to make informed decisions on which qualifications and courses are best
suited to your child. To support you with this we are providing a number of sources of
information including; a detailed options booklet; options videos outlining courses available;
and an options evening as part of our Year 9 Parents and Carers Evening. Alongside of this,
there are also many staff who will be able to answer questions including form tutors; class
teachers; department leaders; pastoral teams and the senior leadership team. We are all here
to help.

We have specifically tailored the option pathways and choices for pupils based on our
knowledge of their skills and attributes alongside our understanding of the current
educational climate. We offer a variety of option pathways, including a highly academic
English Baccalaureate route and vocational pathway.

Our focus is always on ensuring that we are preparing our pupils well for their futures and
give them the best opportunity for success.

Miss T Rollings
Principal
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Vice Principal’'s Message

Dear Pupils,

We are approaching an important milestone in your education at
Halewood Academy where you begin to consider your GCSE options
in preparation for starting Key Stage 4 in September. We will work
closely with you and your family to support your decision making and
hope this options booklet will provide you with an insight into the
compulsory subjects you will continue to follow and some specific
detail on the subjects where you have a greater degree of choice. This
booklet is designed to be used alongside advice from teachers at your Parents/Options
evening, any previous details about prior attainment and reports and assessment results

to help you and your parents/carers make informed choices about the most appropriate
curriculum for you.

In Key Stage 4, based on your previous progress, attainment and attitude to learning, you
will follow a personalised curriculum pathway that will provide you with key life skills that
will prepare you for your future and enable you to be competitive within the world of work.
Choices should be made to suit your interests, abilities and future prospects, not because of
choices made by your close friends. We all have our favourite teachers. However, please do
not make your option choices based on this perception as, at this moment in time, we do
not know which teachers will teach which classes. Please consider your prior attainment,
abilities, interests and career prospects only.

The options process has been designed to maximise choices without restricting potential
subject selection. Wherever possible, it is hoped that you will be able to follow your
preferred choices. However, we also ask that you list reserve subjects and these must be
seriously considered and valid option choices. We cannot guarantee you will receive all of
your choices due to potential timetabling constraints.

| hope you will find this booklet helpful and | wish you all the very best for the next exciting
challenge in your school career.

Mrs J Thomson

Vice Principal
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= ' HALEWOOD

MISSION
STATEMENT

Inspirational teaching and aspirational learners.
A community where we value diversity -

staff, pupils and parents working together to
create a happy, safe and stimulating learning
environment.
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ENGLISH
LITERATURE/LANGUAGE

GCSE English Language Examining Body: EDUQAS
GCSE English Literature
Subject Leader: Miss A Gilbert

Assessment

English Language (100% examination):

Component 1- 20th Century Literature Reading and Creative Prose Writing.
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes - 40% of the qualification

Section A (20%)- Reading -

One extract (about 60-100 lines) of literature from the twentieth century
Total marks = 40

Section B (20%) - Prose Writing- One creative writing task drawn from a selection of four titles.

Total Marks = 40

Component 2- 19th and 21st Century Non-Fiction Reading and Transactional/Persuasive Writing

Written examination: 2 hours - 60% of qualification

Section A (30%)- Reading

Two extracts (about 900-1200 words in total) of high-quality non-fiction writing from the nineteenth and twenty-
first centuries.

Total marks = 40

Section B (30%) - Writing

Two compulsory transactional/persuasive writing tasks
Total Marks = 40

Component 3: Spoken Language (Speaking and Listening)
Non-exam assessment

English Literature (100% examination):

Written examination: 2 hours - 40% of the qualification
Section A (20%) Shakespeare

One extract question and one essay question based on the reading of a Shakespeare text.

Section B (20%) Poetry from 1789 to the present day

Two questions based on poems from the WJEC poetry anthology, one of which involves comparison.
Component 2- Post-1914 prose/drama, 19th Century Prose and Unseen Poetry

Written examination: 2 hours and 30 minutes - 60% of the qualification

Section A (20%) Post 1914 Prose/Drama

One source-based question based on a post 1914 text

Section B (20%) 19th Century Prose

One source-based question based on a 19th century prose text
Section C (20%) Unseen Poetry

Two questions on unseen poems, one of which involves comparison.
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Course Outline

Throughout the course pupils will be provided with the opportunity to advance their
analytical and writing skills, exploring a range of fiction and non fiction texts, spanning
across the ages.

They will delve into the world of Shakespeare and Dickens applying critical thinking to a
range of themes and topics. Not to mention the chance to examine the impact of class on
Liverpool through the eyes of Willy Russell’'s Blood Brothers.

Future Pathways

A Level
» English Language
e English Literature

» Combined English

Degree Level

« BA/ MA in English Language
* BA/ MA in English Literature

Pupils may be able to combine English with another subject as well. MAs are higher level
degrees and may enable pupils to study a more specific area of English, such as Victorian
Literature.

Possible Careers

Advertising
Public Relations
Broadcasting
Authorship
Publishing
Teaching

Law
Administration

Journalism




s

SCIENCE
COMBINED TRILOGY

GCSE Combined Science Trilogy Examining Body: AQA
Subject Leader: Mr C Worrall (Senior Leader)

Assessment

In consultation with teaching staff and parents and carers, pupils will be entered for the trilogy science course,
which will be foundation or higher tier.

Tiers of entry will be decided in Year 11 for higher and foundation exams in both trilogy and separate science.

This is a 2 year course where pupils are assessed in each of the science disciplines.
GCSE assessment will take place in May/June of Year 11.

There will be 6 exam papers, each lasting 1 hour and 15 minutes:
e Biology paper1land?2

e Chemistry paper 1 and 2

e Physics paper 1 and 2
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Course Outline

Pupils will gain an understanding of science across the three science disciplines.

Biology: Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response; Bioenergetics; Homeostasis
and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; Ecology.

Chemistry: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure and the properties
of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; Energy changes; The rate and extent
of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere,
Using resources.

Physics: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; Atomic structure; Forces; Waves;
Magnetism and Electromagnetism.

Future Pathways

This course can complement and support learning in other GCSE subjects such as food
technology, physical education and geography. This course is particularly well suited to
progression to A-Level courses and BTEC Level 3 courses. There are numerous career
options associated with studying science. Science-related careers include laboratory
technician, nurse, engineer, electrician, chemist, sport scientist, forensic scientist,
physiotherapist, physicist, dentist, pharmacist, vet, and teacher.

Possible Careers

Pharmacology, research assistant, sports science, nursing, veterinary science, engineering
and many more.

If you are interested in following the separate science course, this will reduce the number of
options available to you.

Pupils following the separate science course

will be awarded three GCSEs (biology,

chemistry, physics) instead of the two GCSEs "‘
(an average grade of the biology, chemistry,

physics) awarded to those following the

Combined Trilogy course. This means that >
in order to study the full separate science A' -

course, one of the options available to you
will be taken up by separate science. Specific
criteria will need to be met to be accepted
onto the separate science course.
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MATHEMATICS

GCSE Mathematics
Subject Leader: Mrs Roberts Examining Body: Edexcel

Assessment

Assessment will take place at the end of Year 11 as three 1 and a half hour written papers. Each paper is worth 80
marks, totalling 240 marks.

Two tiers are available; Foundation awards Grades 1-5 and higher awarding grades 4-9.

Paper 1-Non Calculator 33.3% Written Exam 1 Hour 30 minutes
Paper 2-Calculator 33.3% Written Exam 1 Hour 30 minutes
Paper 3-Calculator 33.3% Written Exam 1 Hour 30 minutes

The linear mathematics GCSE is examined in the summer of Year 11. The specification that the pupils will

be fol-lowing is the Edexcel 1MAL1 specification at Foundation or Higher dependent. Revision guides, online
subscritptions and practice resources will be available to support pupils. This course integrates functional and
problem solving mathematics and quality of written communications into the GCSE. Pupils will study Number,
Algebra, Geometry and data handling modules. They will be required to apply these disciplines to both abstract
and real life problems. Teaching groups in mathematics are organised to ensure that pupils are in an appropriate
group for their ability and target grades.

11
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Course Outline

This qualification involves the study of Number, Algebra, Ratio, Proportion and Rates of
Change, Geometry and Measures, Statistics & Probability.

This course enables pupils to:

. develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and
concepts

. acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems
. reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions

Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms
appropriate to the information and context

Success in Mathematics GCSE comes from a commitment to hard work, enthusiasm,
creativity and an eagerness to develop original thinking.

Future Pathways

A good GCSE in Mathematics provides a strong foundation for further academic and
vocational study and for employment. A stepping stone to A Level mathematics, and a
necessity for any Science A Levels.

Possible Careers

All employers require a good pass at GCSE mathematics whatever field or career pupils
choose to go in to in the future.

Animator, Scientist, Architect, Statistician, Computer games designer, Computer
Programmer, Forensic Scientist, Cryptanalyst, Engineer, Doctor, Accountant, Operational
researcher, Biochemist, Oceanographer, Software developer, Sound engineer, Nuclear
Scientist, Pharmacist, Management Consultant, Economist, Meteorologist, Astronaut and
Teacher.

12




GEOGRAPHY

GCSE Geography
Subject Leader: Mr R Ellis Examining Body: AQA

(Head of Humanities )

Assessment

Our GCSE Geography follows the AQA Specification syllabus which is composed of three units:
Living with the physical environment written exam 35%

Challenges of the human environment written exam 35%

Geographical Investigations: Fieldwork and UK Challenges written exam 30%

‘The study of Geography is about more than just memorizing
places on a map. It's about understanding the complexity of our world’
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Course Outline

Unit 1: The Physical Environment. This unit is composed of three physical Geography units:
The challenge of natural hazards, the living world and physical landscapes in the UK. Pupils
have an appreciation of many elements of this syllabus from their foundation study of
Geography in years 7 and 8 at Halewood Academy.

Unit 2: The Human Environment. This unit comprises three human geography units:
Urban issues and challenges, the changing economic world and the challenge of resource
management. Again, pupils have an appreciation of many elements of this syllabus from
their foundation study of Geography at Halewood Academy.

Unit 3: Geographical applications and skills: This unit includes the investigation of one
Physical Environment and one Human Environment . Pupils will have the opportunity to
study Geography out of the classroom by completing a rivers study. Studying Geography
gives pupils the opportunity to travel the world via the classroom, learning about both
natural and social sciences along the way. They will understand how Geography affects
everyday life and discover the key opportunities and challenges facing the world. Pupils
will also develop academic life skills from writing, teamwork and communication skills,
analytical skills and how to construct an effective argument . In the words of Michael Palin
“Geography explains the past, illuminates the present and prepares us for the future. What
could be more important than that?!”

Future Pathways

Qualifications: A Levels such as Geography and other subjects within earth sciences and
Humanities. Universities consider GCSE Geography to be a high quality qualification which
keeps opportunities open.

Possible Careers

There are many careers that people who
study Geography can follow.

Examples include: architect, banker, lawyer,
military GIS specialist, aerial or offshore
surveyor, diplomat, conservation worker,
weather forecaster, earth scientist, coastal
engineer, social worker, marketing, teacher,
university lecturer, insurance, aid worker,
armed forces, town planner, surveyor, travel
agent and TV researcher.
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HISTORY

GCSE History
Subject Leader: Mr R Ellis Examining Body: AQA
(Head of Humanities)

Assessment

Paper 150%
Section A America, 1920-73: Opportunity and inequality

The first section is a study of a period of the Roaring 20's where we will look at gangsters, flappers, the KKK
and more. We then move chronologically to the Great Depression, a period that caused America to plunge
into financial instability and we evaluate the effectiveness of the New Deal in dealing with this. We also study
inequality with the American Civil Rights movement, while looking at key individuals such as Martin Luther
King, Malcolm X and Rosa Parks.

Section B Conflict and Tension, 1918-1939

This is a study of the interwar years, we will look at the Treaty of Versailles and discuss if this was justified,
evaluate the effectiveness of the League of Nations and analyse whether Hitler caused the outbreak of WWIl in
1939.

Paper 2 50%
Section A Britain: Health and the people c100CE to present day.

Travel through time from 1000AD to the present day and discover how medicine has changed over time,
including the fight against disease and infection, developments in surgery and public health. We will analyse
these developments across the different factors such as religion, chance, science and technology, war,
government and key individuals that influenced these changes.

Section B Elizabethan England 1568-1603

Revisit KS3 history and enjoy a more in-depth look at the Elizabethan era. This option allows pupils to study
the last 35 years of Elizabeth I's reign. The study will focus on major events of Elizabeth I's reign considered
from economic, religious, political, social and cultural standpoints and covering Parliament and court life, the
‘golden age’ of culture and the Catholic threat at home and abroad.
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Course Outline

History teaches us about our past; so that we understand the world we live in now. Pupils
will learn about different lives and cultures and how they have changed history. Pupils will
learn second order concepts of when events happened and in what order (chronology);
why events happened (causation); how different people have recorded the past (source
analysis) and viewed the past (interpretation); how and why certain people and events
affected the world at the time and in the future (significance). In addition, skills will be
developed such as critical reasoning, constructing an argument, investigating and problem
solving, analysing interpretations and essay writing.

Future Pathways

A-Levels: History is an excellent subject in its own right. It also opens up other A-Level
subjects such as; Politics, Business studies, Ethics, Media Studies, English, Sociology and
Economics.

Degrees at university; History, International relations, Law, Media, Teaching (to name a few).

Possible Careers

Marketing, Journalism, Editing, Archivist,
Public relations, TV researcher, Archaeologist,
Lawyer, Teacher, Tour guide, Historical
researcher, Publishing.

16



CAREERS

In all subject areas pupils will have the opportunity to participate in activities that use the
context of work to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding that will be useful in
their future workplace. Furthermore, subject teachers will inform pupils about how their
learning in the classroom relates to the world of work and future careers.

Pupils will be provided with opportunities to:

. Learn through work, from direct involvement in, for example, work experience
placement and enterprise activities

. Learn about work, by developing knowledge and understanding through careers
education

. Learn for work by demonstrating skills for employability in different problem-solving
activities, work simulations and mock interviews.

The programme includes:

. Information, advice and guidance on careers from a variety of speakers, organisations
and providers.

. Visits to local colleges & universities.
. Links with local employers to enable you to gain experience of mock interviews.

. In Year 10 you will undertake a period of work experience.

R\ Ltk
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Year 10

All pupils will sample a timetabled day at Cronton/Riverside College. Pupils will sample
subjects which they wish to progress onto at Level 3.

During the year College and Apprenticeship assemblies delivered to year 10. This provides
opportunities for year 10 to begin thinking about Further Education and courses which they
would like to take.

Work Experience

During the summer term, all Year 10 pupils are required to attend a two-week work
experience placement. All pupils are required to find their own placements; this ensures that
they have a worthwhile and meaningful

experiences. We aim for pupils to complete their work experience in the field that they wish
to pursue their future career. Work experience provide our pupils with a taster of the world
of work; through interviews, applications, time keeping, health and safety and much more.

The purpose of work experience for the pupil is to:
» Develop their career ideas;
» Build their confidence and self-esteem;

» Enhance their knowledge and skills.

Year 11
Careers fair

This is a huge event at The Grange Academy with over 50
Further Educational services attending our school. Pupils are
able to have one-to-one talks with their providers to find
out courses which they deliver, extra-curricular activities and
how to apply for their college.

Assemblies

During the year College and Apprenticeship assemblies
delivered to year 11. This provides opportunities for year
11 to begin thinking about Further Education and courses
which they would like to take.

CAREERS

Colleges

Pupils will be provided with opportunities to go a sample at day at Cronton and Riverside
College. During the day they will sample subjects which they wish to take.

Apprenticeship talks

Apprenticeship providers will be invited into school and deliver sessions to year 11 pupils.
The sessions will include: What apprenticeships are out there, how to apply, what work
experience is needed and the grades which are required.

18




PSHE

PSHE makes a unique and integral contribution towards the Academy’s aims in its core
belief that the personal development of young people is essential to their health, safety and
achievements, both academically and socially.

At KS4, all pupils receive timetabled lessons on a fortnightly basis help prepare them for
life after Halewood Academy. The lessons are designed to help pupils make sensible and
informed decisions in their lives.

During their time studying at Halewood Academy, pupils will engage in various topics within
lessons, and these will also cover areas regarding SMSC such as Health and well-being,
Relationships and Careers.

Examples of key areas of work include:

Year 10 Topics Year 11 Topics
Mental Health and Well-being Building for the Future
Financial Decision Making Next Steps— Application Processes
Careers Skills and Independent Learning Communication in Personal Relationships
Healthy Relationships Independence
Physical Health and Well-being Families
Addressing Extremism and Radicalisation Careers
Preparation for Work Experience

At Halewood Academy, we are committed to ensuring that pupils age
knowledge, skills and confi-dence they need to become good
citizens and lead highly successful lives in modern Britain.
Opportunities to explore and engage with British Val
SMSC are also planned into our everyday curricu
lessons, form time, enrichment activities and

hought “L‘l![sdﬁhﬂff
£ ﬂl ® conflicts
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Our aim is to ensure that the pupils le
rounded individuals who are reag
on the many challenges thaidi
school brings.
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ART AND DESIGN

GCSE Art
Subject Leader: Mrs R Dowling Examining Body: Eduqgas

Assessment

Component 1 Coursework portfolio 60%

Component 2 Externally set assignment— Exam 40%

Component 1 (60%) — the portfolio of work (coursework) will be continually assessed throughout the course.
The deadline for submission of this component will be the start of May of the final year of the course.

Component 2 (40% ) - the externally set assignment (exam paper) will be issued in January of the final year of
the course. A period of preparatory studies will commence prior to the Ten hour exam which will take place in
March of the same year.

The Art and Design course covers a wide variety of media activities including;

Fine Art - drawing and painting, working on canvases, acrylics, watercolour and mixed media.
Printmaking - for example lino, press, calligraphy boards and mono printing.

Textile design - explore different fabrics, batik and silk painting. Sculpture, 3D design, ceramics, card
construction and plaster.
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Course Outline

During the course, pupils will produce a portfolio of work.

They will develop ideas in a sketchbook and will experience a wide range of materials in two
and three dimensions.

Pupils will look at the work of artists, craftspeople and designers to support their
understanding of how other artists work and how they can inspire their own ideas and the
creative process.

Pupils will be expected to work independently and produce work outside of the classroom
by completing research and drawing tasks at home..

Future Pathways

Qualifications: A levels Art, Textiles and Photography, Art Design and Communication
Diploma,

Possible Careers

Many people often under estimate the career possibilities that can stem from the arts, the
creative industries are growing 5x faster than the UK economy rate as a whole. The creative
industries employ over 2 million people in the UK and are projected to create an additional
one million jobs by 2030 (Creative Industries Federation, 2020).

Artist/designer, Teacher of Art/DT/Textiles,
TV/Film Director, Fashion Designer, Gallery
Assistant, Prop/Set Designer, Textiles
Designer, Gallery Curator, Tattoo Artist,
Interior Designer, Art Therapist, Stylist,
Furniture Designer, Art Technician, Florist,
Photographer, Gaming/Graphics Design,
Book Illustrator, Web Design, Art Critic/
Author, Architect
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BUSINESS AND
ENTERPRISE

GCSE Level 1/2 in Business and Enterprise
Subject Leader: Mr D Mooney Examining Body: NCFE

Assessment

External exam Synoptic project

40% of the technical award Written examination: 60% of the technical award The completion time

» 80 marks for the Synop-tic Project is 21 hours of supervised
time. The synoptic project will assess the learner’s
ability to effectively draw together their knowledge,
understanding and skills from across the whole
voca-tional area. The synoptic project will target
The written examination will assess the learner’s assessment objec-tives AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4

¢ 1 hour 30 minutes

¢ a mixture of multiple-choice, short-answer and
extended-response questions.

knowledge and understanding of content from and AOS. The synoptic project will be externally
Unit 01 and target assessment objectives AO1, AO2 | set by NCFE, internally graded by the centre and
and AO3. externally quality assured by NCFE.
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Course Outline

Typical activities are aimed to reflect the differing learning styles of all pupils. Class

lectures, question and answer sessions, pupil presentation, computer based tasks, reading
comprehension; group tasks and individual research tasks are the usual activities and offer
the pupils various ways to improve their learning. The course will also focus on case studies
about how business impacts on our society from the individual entrepreneur to multi million
pound corporations.

Homework - Pupils will have to complete homework on a weekly basis in conjunction with
their progression throughout the various units. Pupils are required to have strong subject
knowledge for assessments and background reading is advised alongside the course. Pupils
will have access to an I-achieve online learning platform.

Business studies is an important element in ensuring successful progression to A Level
Business and in the workplace.

This qualification is designed for learners who want an introduction to business and
enterprise that includes a vocational and project-based element. The qualification will
appeal to learners who wish to pursue a career in the business and enterprise sector or
progress to further study. The course also has a lot of ICT skills content, which can be
readily applied in a variety of positions.

Future Pathways

Qualifications: A level & BTEC business, A level economics.

Possible Careers

Accountancy, law, marketing, sports
management or the leisure and tourism industry,
teaching.

SATEFACTION
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

GCSE Design & Technology
Subject Leader: Mr N Kilty Examining Body: AQA
(Head of Faculty DT/Art)

Assessment

Component 1 Controlled Assessment 50%

Component 2 Externally set assignment— Exam 50%

50 % Examination (2 hours) This is Theory based.
50 % Controlled assessment Design and make activity

During the course, you will investigate new and emerging technologies, environmental considerations, metals,
woodwork, fibres, fabrics, paper and plastics. The subject includes a range of practical work based on the above
materials.

Why D&T is an important subject to study as it helps and allows pupils to:
¢ Understand what people want

¢ Create fantastic designs using new tools, material and processes

¢ Make brilliant products using CAD,CAM and 3D printing

¢ Work in teams and individually

¢ Develop empathy and a connection to others

¢ Understand materials

¢ Understand how things work

¢ Have the freedom to be creative

¢ Design and make real things

¢ Solve real-world problems

e Future proof their prospects

¢ Have control over their lives and environment
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Course Outline

Practical based design and make tasks, which includes identifying and investigating, design
possibilities based on a research task. You will produce a design brief and specification,
generating and developing design ideas, which will progress towards a final product, which
you will make from a range of materials including wood, metal, electronics, plastics and
textile materials.

The majority of the specification is delivered through practical application where possible to
enable knowledge and understanding of different materials and their uses.

In order to make effective design choices pupils will need a breadth of core technical
knowledge and understanding that consists of: New and emerging technologies, energy
generation and storage, developments in new materials, systems approach to designing,
mechanical devices, materials and their working properties Please remember that Design
and Technology is not all about making. There is a significant amount of theory content
to be covered during the course. Please remember that Design and Technology is not all
about making. There is a significant amount of theory content to be covered during the
course.

Future Pathways

Qualifications: A levels Art, Textiles and Photography, Art Design and Communication
Diploma, Product Design.

Possible Careers

Where could Design & Technology take you next?

. This creative and vocational qualification gives pupils the practical skills and
confidence to succeed in a number of careers, especially those in the more practical
Industries. Pupils will gain a real understanding of what it means to be a designer,
alongside gaining the knowledge and skills sought by Higher Education and employers.

. This course would prepare learners for
jobs in the design sector. Practical trades
are a major employer in the UK offering
a highly diverse and exciting range of
career opportunities such as joinery,
plumbing, construction and furniture-
making in the manufacturing sector.

Artist/designer, Teacher of Art/DT/Textiles,
TV/Film Director, Fashion Designer, Product
Designer, Prop/Set Designer. Textiles Designer,
Gallery Curator, Tattoo Artist, Interior Designer,
Art Therapist, Stylist, Furniture Designer, Art
Technician, Graphic Designer, Photographer,
Gaming/Graphics Design, Book Illustrator, Web
Design, Art Critic/Author, Architect.
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT & CARE

GCSE Level 2
Subject Leader: ? ? Examining Body: NCFE CACHE

Assessment

This qualification provides the opportunity to gain a vocational qualification that introduces the sector. It
includes the knowledge and understanding of child development and well-being necessary for working with
children in a variety of settings. It is aimed at a range of pupils who wish to be introduced to childcare and

development for children aged 0-5 years. It also gives pupils an insight into their preferred learning styles and
assists in developing their ability to study.

You will complete 3 mandatory units

Unit 1 — An introduction to working with children age O — 5.
Unit 2 — Development and well-being 0 — 5.

Unit 3 — Childcare and Development O — 5.

Unit 1 & 2 are assessment internally. (50% of total marks)
Unit 3 is assessed by an examination. (50% of total marks)
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Course Outline

This qualification will enable you to develop significant transferable knowledge and study
skills that will support progression to further learning, including:

. an awareness of learning styles

e abasicintroduction in to working with children in a variety of settings

. an understanding of roles and responsibilities when working in a setting
. an understanding of Equality and Diversity within a childcare setting

. a basic understanding of the stages and sequence of child development
. an introduction to observing children and how it supports development
. an introduction to the influences that affect holistic development

. an introduction to everyday care routines and the types of activities that can support
the development of independence,

. an introduction to supporting children through transition

Future Pathways

Qualifications: This qualification is a good choice for you if you wish to gain an
understanding of child development and well-being. This qualification is ideal for you if
you wish to progress to further learning in this area, as it supports progression to a broad
range of vocational training courses at Level 2 and above, including Early Years Educator
qualifications at Level 3.

Possible Careers

Careers: This could lead to work in Social Care,
teaching, nursery nursing or child minding.
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COMPUTING

GCSE Computing

Examining Body: OCR
Subject Leader: Mr Jones

Assessment

50 % Examination (1hr 30mins) 80marks
50 % Examination (1hr 30mins) 80marks

Practical programming tasks (NEA)

29 KS4 OPTIONS

WE SEEK




KS4 OPTIONS 2022-23

Course Outline

Computing is of enormous importance to the economy. The role of Computer Science as
a discipline itself and as an underpinning subject across science and engineering is growing
rapidly.

Businesses today require an ever-increasing number of technologically aware individuals.
This is even more so in the gaming, mobile and web related industries. This qualification
offers pupils an in-depth understanding of how computer technology works. It offers an
insight into what goes on ‘behind the scenes’, including computer programming.

Pupils will learn the theory behind computing systems and how they work. Focussing

on the particular roles of the components inside a computer and how they impact on

the performance of computers. They will also learn how to think abstractly and gain an
understanding or how to plan, develop, create and test a program. These skills will then be
used in a practical setting for the programming task within the subject where they will have
to write a program for a scenario provided.

Homework - Pupils will be given homework on various topics and exam questions
throughout year 10 and 11. They may also have to complete some aspects of programming
in their own time.

This exciting new qualification allows you to explore how computer systems work. You will
also get the chance to develop the necessary skills to write your own computer programs
from scratch.

Future Pathways

Qualifications:
. A level Computing

. Apprenticeships in computing

P055|ble Careers

Web Designer / Developer

. Systems analysts

. Database administrator

. Computer Programmer

. Network Engineer

. Advertiser/Marketing

. Computer Game Designer
. Film Animator

IT or Media Sector
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DANCE

BTEC Tech Award Level 1/2 (Dance)
Subject Leader of Performing Arts:
Miss G Walsh Examining Body: Pearson

Assessment

BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts: Dance

All practical and written coursework and no written exam

Exploring the Performing Arts Component 1

Learning Aim A - Examine professional choreographer’s performance work.

Learning Aim B - Explore the relationships between the choreographer, dancers, set designers, lighting designer
and composer of existing performance material. You will study three performance styles.

. Explore the work of Dance choreographers.
. Explore the responsibilities in the Performing Arts industry.
. Learn about expressive, physical and mental skills needed as a performer.

Developing Skills and Technigues in the Performing Arts

Learning aim A- Learners will develop their dance repertoire arts skills and techniques through the reproduction off
acting or musical theatre repertoire.

Learning aim B: Apply skills and techniques in rehearsal and performance. Component 2

You will learn and memorise a chosen piece of Dance repertoire and apply technical, stylistic and interpretative
skills to the workshop performance.

You will record all work as evidence during rehearsals, workshops and performances complete a working log with
an evaluation.

Performing to a Brief Component 3

« You will be given the opportunity to work as part of a group to create a performance in response to a given brief
and stimulus.

« You will respond to stimuli in relation to an assignment brief.

» Complete a working log reflecting on the creation, the perofmance and evaluation after the performance.
* Work as a group to develop a Performance.

e Perform in front of a live audience
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Course Outline

Component 1 and 2 are assessment internally. (60% of total marks), externally moderated.
Component 3 is assessed externally. (40% of total marks)
No written examination.

Explore a variety of dance, styles and choreography throughout the two years. Develop
knowledge in performance skills.

Future Pathways

Qualifications: This qualification is a good choice for you if you wish to gain an
understanding of child development and well-being. This qualification is ideal for you if
you wish to progress to further learning in this area, as it supports progression to a broad
range of vocational training courses at Level 2 and above, including Early Years Educator
qualifications at Level 3.

P055|ble Careers

Choreographer
. Professional dancer
. Dance teacher
. Fitness instructor
. Theatre/stage productions
. Dance photographer/videographer
. Dance physiotherapist
. Stage makeup

. Costume design
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DRAMA

GCSE Drama
Subject Leader of Performing Arts:
Miss G Walsh Examining Body: AQA

Assessment

Component 1 Written Test (40%)

Section A - Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre. Section B - Study set text — Blood Brothers
Section C -Analyse and evaluate work of Live theatre makers This Unit is assessed by a written exam 145
minutes.

Component 2 Devising (40%)

A devised performance in front of an audience (20 Marks) Devising Log - Analyse and evaluate own work (60
marks)

Component 3 Script work (20%) Performance of two extracts from one play. Free choice of play but it must
contrast with the set play chosen for Component 1. Performance of Extract 1 (20 marks) and Extract 2 (20
marks)

Unit 1 & 2: Internally assessed
Unit 3: Externally assessed
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Course Outline

It is a natural progression from the Key Stage 3 drama curriculum. GCSE drama promotes
confidence, performance techniques, team working and creativity.

. It actively engages pupils in the process of drama in order to develop as effective and
independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds.

. It will also develop pupils’ skills, knowledge and understanding of a range of
drama techniques through the inter-related processes of performing, creating and
appreciating a variety of drama techniques.

. It increases expressive skills through which pupils are able to communicate their
dramatic intention and develop their individual qualities as performers.

. It will present opportunities to develop pupils’ skills, knowledge and understanding
of drama through which they are able to communicate ideas, thoughts and meaning
drawn from a range of dramatic techniques

Future Pathways

Qualifications: Skills obtained in this subject will enable pupils to further develop their talent
in the dramatic arts and gain the confidence to perform and speak in public, as well as
analyse and interpret plays.

P055|ble Careers

Director film/theatre
. Drama dancer
. Broadcast presenter
. Fitness instructor
. Theatre/stage productions
. Drama photographer/videographer
. Stage Manager
. Stage makeup
. Costume design

. Community Arts Worker
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

BTEC TECH Award L1/2
Subject Leader: Miss K Henry Examining Body: Pearson

Assessment

BTEC Components 1 and 2 are assessed through internal assessment. Internal assessment for these
components has been de-signed to relate to achievement of application of the conceptual underpinning for the
sector through realistic tasks and activi-ties. This style of assessment promotes deep learning through ensuring
the connection between knowledge and practice.

There is one external assessment, Component 3; it provides the main synoptic assessment for the qualification.
Component 3 builds directly on Components 1 and 2 and enables learning to be brought together and related
to a real-life situation.

Component 1—Human Lifespan Development 1/2 Level 30%
Component 2—Health and Social Services and Values 1/2 Level 30%
Component 3—Health and Wellbeing 1/2 Level 40 %
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Course Outline

The three components focus on the assessment of knowledge, skills and practices. These
are all essential to developing a basis for progression and, therefore, pupils need to achieve
all components in order to achieve the qualification.

The components are interrelated, and they are best seen as part of integrated whole rather
than as very distinct study areas. Pupils will normally take this qualification over a two-
year period or longer. This means that they must be given the opportunity to build their
confidence in understanding the sector,

vocational contexts and vocational attributes over a long period during the course of study
before they are assessed.

As the interrelated components are not linked to occupational roles, certification is not
available at component level.

Future Pathways

This prepares pupils to enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher
education by studying a degree in aspects of health or social care.

Possible Careers

Pupils who perform strongly in this qualification compared to their overall performance
should strongly consider this progression route as it could lead ultimately to employment in
the health or social care sector. For example: midwifery, police, psychology and health care
sector.
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HOSPITALITY AND CATERING

GCSE Level 1/2 in Hospitality and Catering
Subject Leader: Ms J Quane Examining Body: WJEC

Assessment

Unit 1 The Hospitality and catering industry: is assessed through a written examination which;
¢ Is 90 minutes in length
¢ Isworth 40% of qualification
¢ Is out of 90 marks
¢ Can either taken on-screen or as a written paper
¢ Includes a range of question types
¢ Consists of all compulsory questions
You can sit in year 10 and/or year 11 and the best mark stands.

Unit 2 Hospitality and catering in action: is assessed through a Non-examination assessment task (NEA) which
will be completed under controlled conditions, marked by your teacher, externally moderated by WJEC.

¢ 9 hours will be allocated for this assessment

e [tis worth 60% of qualification

e It will be marked as Level 1 Pass, Level 2 Pass, Merit or Distinction

e There are three scenarios that you can choose from

¢ You will need to propose 4 nutritious dishes that you think could be served in the catering outlet

¢ You will need to plan for the production of 2 dishes

¢ You will need to prepare cook and serve 2 dishes with accompaniments during a set practical session
e Written evidence will be needed to show coverage of the Assessment Criteria.
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Course Outline

This course has been designed to help pupils develop knowledge and understanding
related to a range of hospitality and catering providers; how they operate and what they
have to take into account to be successful. Pupils will learn about issues related to nutrition
and food safety. In this qualification, pupils will also have the opportunity to develop food
preparation and cooking skills as well as transferable skills of problem solving, organisation
and time management, planning and communication.

Future Pathways

Qualifications: After completing the WJEC Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering you
may be interested in progressing to other qualifications relevant to working in the sector,
such as: WJEC Level 3 Applied Certificate/Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition Level
2/Level 3 Diplomas in Hospitality and Catering Level 2/Level 3 Diplomas in Professional
Cooking.

Possible Careers

Careers within the hospitality and catering industry cover a wide spectrum of employment
such as Hotel Management, Group Sales, Spa Manager, Event Planner, Wedding Co-
ordinator, Event Manager, Executive Chef, Cook, Beverage Manager, Front Desk, Concierge.
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MUSIC

GCSE (Music)
Subject Leader: Miss C Costello Examining Body: Eduqgas

Assessment

Component 1 and 2 are assessment internally. (60% of total marks)
Component 3 is assessed externally. (40% of total marks)
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Course Outline

Component 1: Performing - Pupils perform 2 pieces one of which is a ensemble piece that
lasts between 3 and 6 minutes. Both performances combined must reach 4 minutes in total.

Component 2: Pupils create 2 pieces in response to a brief the other is free choice.
Compositions combined must last 3-6 minutes in total.

Component 3: Appraising pupils study the elements of music and apply these to 8 exam
questions, 2 of which are based on set works studied in class. The AOS are musical forms
and devices, musicals and jazz, film music and popular music.

Future Pathways

Qualifications: A Levels/GCSE Diploma in Music/Production Arts

Possible Careers

Music is what makes humans, human! As an industry, music covers and includes a
phenomenal number of different jobs. This BTEC is successful as it appeals to a wide range
of interests as some pupils have a passion in performing, others may pre-fer to learn how
to become a composer/songwriter whereas some will want to focus on using computer
software to se-quence and mix a track.

There is a vast spectrum of careers within the music industry but a snapshot includes
performer, composer/songwriter, record producer, manager, music therapist, music
journalist/blogger, live sound technician, promoter, concert manager, studio manager, radio
presenter, music teacher, instrumental technician etc.

40




PHOTOGRAPRHY

GCSE Level 1/2 in Hospitality and Catering
Subject Leader: Mrs R Dowling / Miss J Carden Examining Body: Edugas

Assessment

Component 1 Controlled Assessment 60%

Component 2 Externally set assignment— Exam 40%

Photography is defined, as drawing with light, and it is this main concept you will explore through
using a camera.

You will spend time taking photographs in a fun and experimental manner. You will then be taught
how to manipulate those images and present them in a new and exciting format.

This course has a theoretical basis and pupils will be taught to analyse the work of photographers
In depth and respond to their work.

Teamwork will be important as you plan and set up your photo shoots. There will also be the
opportunity to create videos, animations and explore cyanotypes, a method of capturing images without
a camera

Pupils will be expected to work independently and produce work outside of the classroom
by completing research tasks at home.
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Course Outline

You will develop skills to take into an industrial environment. You will have fun setting up
photo shoots to tell stories. You will be out of the classroom taking photos. You will develop
your Photoshop skills in a creative and imaginative way.

You will improve the use of and develop skills in facilities that you have readily available, for
example the camera on your phone, an IPad etc. You will learn how to take better pictures.
You will feel proud as you display your ideas well in a sketchbook and on mount board. You
will know what makes a good photograph and be able discuss this with confidence.

Future Pathways

Qualifications: A levels Art, Textiles and Photography, Art Design and Communication
Diploma,

Possible Careers

Many people often under estimate the career possibilities that can stem from the arts, the
creative industries are growing 5x faster than the UK economy rate as a whole. The creative
industries employ over 2 million people in the UK and are projected to create an additional
one million jobs by 2030 (Creative Industries Federation, 2020).

There are a wide range of careers related to photography from product, forensic, fashion,
press, wedding to name just a few. It will also provide a good basis for those who want to
become filmmakers and animators. Photography also relates well to graphic designer, web
designer, interior designer, architect, product designer, illustrator, and gallery or museum
curator.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Core PE- All pupils at KS4 will take part in one practical PE lesson each week. These lessons
will promote a healthy and active lifestyle and encourage lifelong participation in sport and
physical activity. Pupils will have the opportunities to take part in a range of activities including
badminton, netball, football, fitness, and trampolining. Work on the areas of a balanced diet
and goal setting will also be available throughout the key stage. In addition to this you could
opt for:

GCSE Physical Education
Subject Leader: Miss H Scott Examining Body: OCR

Assessment

60% exam. 30% practical sports. 10% coursework
Component one

Physical factors affecting performance (written paper, one hour and 60 marks) This unit equates to 30% of the
qualification.

Applied anatomy and physiology
Movement analysis

Physical training

Use of data

Component two

Socio-cultural issues and sport psychology (written paper, one hour and 60 marks). This unit equates to 30% of
the qualification.

Health, fitness and well-being

Sports psychology

Socio-cultural influences

Use of data.

These assessments consists of multiple choice, short answer and extended writing questions.

Component three

Practical Performance (non-examined assessment: internally and externally moderated.)

This unit is scored out of 60 marks (20 marks for each activity) and equates to 30% of the qualification.
The assessment consists of pupils completing three physical activities from a set list.

One activity must be a team sport.

One must be an individual sport.
The final activity can be a free choice between a team and individual sport.

Component 4
Analysing and evaluating performance (Non-examined assessment: internally and externally moderated.)

This unit is scored out of 20 marks and equates to 10% of the qualification.

Evaluating and analysing components and movements in a chosen activity and creating a programme for
improvement
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Course Outline

Theory lessons will cover the exam content (worth 60%) and the course work (worth 10%).
Practical lessons will allow pupils opportunities to participate in individual and team sports
so that their skills and gameplay are ready to perform within competitive situations (worth
30%)

Future Pathways

Qualifications: Following GCSE studies in P.E or Sport subject areas natural next steps would
include completing an A level in Sport Science, BTEC level 3 Sport and Exercise Science, or
a Cambridge Technical in Sport Science / Sport Studies. Other A levels that link well with
Sport and PE include Biology and Psychology.

Possible Careers

Police,
. Personal Trainer,
. PE Teacher,
. Armed Forces Career,
. Sport Development Officer,
. Coaching,
. Physio-therapist,
. Sports Psychologist,

. University lecturer
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

GCSE RE

Subject Leader: Mr R Ellis Examining Body: EDEXCEL
(Head of Humanities)

Assessment

The pupils study this specification for two years and sit 2 exam papers at the end of the course.

Paper 1: Religion, Peace and Conflict through Christianity
e Christian beliefs (1)
e Crime and Punishment (2)
o Living the Christian life (3)
¢ Peace and Conflict (4)
Paper 2 :Religion and Ethics through Islam
e Muslim beliefs (1)
¢ Marriage and the Family (2)
¢ Living the Muslim life (3)
¢ Matters of life and death (4)

100% Examination, weighted 50% for each paper

Paper 1 — Religion, Peace and Conflict Through Christianity (1 hour and 45 minutes)
Paper 2 — Religion and Ethics Through Islam (1 hour and 45 minutes)
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Course Outline

Studying Religious education offers pupils the opportunity to explore two world faiths and
their belief systems as well as how they live out their daily lives, through practices, worship,
festivals, to name a few.

In addition to obtaining a clear understanding of two world faiths, pupils will also be

given the opportunity to explore some of life’s ethical issues, including the big questions
surrounding marriage and family life, religious views on war, how criminals should be dealt
with, and the debate around what happens after we die including the question of our
purpose on earth as humans.

Pupils will learn skills of debate and critical thinking and how to construct an effective
argument whilst remaining empathetic and being able to view issues from the perspectives
of others.

Future Pathways

GCSE Religious Education can lead to the subject of Philosophy and Ethics at A" level. It can
also open up other subjects such as; History, Politics, Media Studies, English, Sociology and
Psychology.

Possible Careers

Degrees at university; Theology and Religion, Philosophy and Ethics, Politics, Law, Media
Studies, Teaching.
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SPANISH

GCSE languages (Spanish)
Subject Leader: Miss Gonzalez Examining Body: AQA

Assessment

In consultation with teaching staff, pupils will be entered for the foundation or higher tier.

The linear course will assess pupils in all four skills areas (listening, speaking, reading and writing) in
examinations that take place at the end of year 11.

Each assessment is worth 25%.
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Course Outline

The GCSE MFL course is an intensive 2 year course that builds on the learning of MFL since
Year 7. Over the 2 year course you will study 3 main broad themes:

1. Identity and culture (including youth culture, lifestyle and customs and traditions)

2. Local, national, international and global areas of interest (including home and locality,
Spanish speaking countries and global sustainability)

3. Current and future study and employment (including current study, world of work and
jobs and future plans.)

Future Pathways

Qualifications: A level Spanish
Degree Level
. BA / MA in Spanish

Pupils may be able to combine Spanish with another subject as well. MAs are higher level
degrees and may enable pupils to study a more specific

Possible Careers

A qualification in a Modern Foreign Language increases your employability as is only ever
seen as an asset by employers. It shows you have good listening skills, that you can offer
opinions, arguments and can converse at length. A GCSE in MFL can open up many career
opportunities in Europe and in many other

MFL speaking countries and communities
throughout the world. The qualification lends
itself naturally to careers in education, the hotel
industry, travel and tourism, working for the
airlines, working as a holiday representative or
any career in international business including
law, finance, banking and industry.
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SPORTS SCIENCE

GCSE Physical Education
Subject Leader: Miss H Scott Examining Body: OCR

Assessment

Unit one (Compulsory)

Reducing the risk of sports injury and dealing with medical conditions (Written 1 hour and 15 minutes 70 marks
How to prepare participants to take part in physical activity, which minimises the risk of injuries occurring.
How to react to common injuries that can occur during sport and how to recognise the symptoms of some
common medical conditions.

Unit two (Compulsory)

Applying principles of training, fitness and how it affects performance (Internally assessed and externally
moderated

Principles and methods of training
Fitness testing
Design of training programmes

Staff will select one final unit from the optional list below:

The body's response to physical activity and how technology informs this (Internally assessed and externally
moderated)

How technology supports different types of sports movements and intensities.

The structure and function of the musculo-skeletal and cardio-respiratory systems.
Short and long term effects of exercise on the body systems

Sports Nutrition and Sports Performance (Internally assessed and externally moderated)
The composition and guidelines for a healthy, balanced diet.

The role that diet plays in different sports and activities

Appropriate and effective diet planning for a performer.
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Course Outline

Practical lessons will cover both team and individual sports. These lessons will support the
theory content and provide practical examples for written work.

A one hour written exam in - Reducing the risk of sports injury. (40%)

2 centre assessed units, which are OCR moderated. (60%)

Future Pathways

Qualifications: BTEC (National) level 3 Sport, Sport Development and Coaching. A level in
Physical Education

Cambridge Technicals, Sport and Physical Activity
Apprenticeship e.g. Excercise, Physical Activity, Sport and Health Sector.

Other subjects that compliment this course are biology, science, food preparation as well as
media studies

P055|ble Careers

Choreographer
. Sports coaching
. Sports development
. Teaching
. Nutrition
. Physiotherapy
. Sports medicine
. Sports science
. Sports journalism

. Leisure industry

50




51

STATISTICS

GCSE Statistics
Subject Leader: Mrs Roberts

Senior Leader of Maths Examining Body: Edexcel

Assessment

100 % examination, two exams sat at the end of the course.

The course analyses and evaluates real life examples of data. The course is based on the statistical enquiry
cycle through studying how to plan investigations, the ways to present the data collected and any constraints
in the sourc-ing of the data then interpreting the results before evaluating the investigation and the
communicating the results. This can be split into three main areas which are all studied across both papers at
the end of the two-year course.

1.  The collection of data

2. Processing, representing and analysing data

3. Probability
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Course Outline

Statistics is an opportunity to investigate and analyse real life data and make decisions about
it. It is also an opportunity to research hypotheses you may have and find the answers.

Statistics lessons will focus on the statistical enquiry cycle so there will be a mixture of
planning how to collect data, collect-ing the data and then evaluating it. Activities will
include creating graphs, tables and diagrams to represent real life data such as government
spending, comparing sales of computer games or looking at growth in the population and
then making deci-sions or comparisons from this.

The course will also give you the opportunity to collect and analyse your own data. Towards
the end of the course, there is the opportunity to spend an extended period of time
designing and investigating your own topic using all the skills you have learnt.

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

This is a subject where you will be constantly studying real life data and gaining skills which
are invaluable for every college course or career you are planning to study. The course will
also support your science and maths GSCEs and support you moving onto A Levels in STEM
subjects

Possible Careers

If you google careers which require Statistics, thousands of jobs will come up as the skills
which you learn (problem solving, analysis, decision making and communication) are
invaluable in all sectors. However, if you would like to continue to study Statistics at A Level
and beyond, possible careers include being an
actuary, a medical statistician, a risk analysis, a
research assistant, a sports statistician or you
could even work for the government helping
them to make decisions on how the country is
run.
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