
Knowledge organiser

GCSE Art and Design



The design process



How your work is assessed
You must create work that covers each 
Assessment objective. 
Your work is assessed under 4 areas. 
You can achieve up to 96 marks.

Your coursework portfolio is equal to 60% of your overall mark. 
Your exam unit is worth 40% of your overall mark.



Useful websites! 
Tate Modern Art Terms

www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms

This is a list of Art 
terminology with visual 
examples

Pinterest

This is a social media site in which 
you can create pin boards to store 
ideas. Great for research! 
www.pinterest.co.uk/

www.dafont.com/

This website has hundreds of 
fonts to try out and download! 
Useful for creating title and 
annotation.BBC BITESIZE

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6hs34j

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/
http://www.dafont.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6hs34j


Sketchbook presentation 
There are lots of creative ways to present your sketchbook.

Tips..
● Be creative with your backgrounds
● Create busy, lively pages
● Take inspiration from others
● Include annotation in a creative way
● Think about making your sketchbook interactive with tie 

ins and pages that fold out! 

It might help to think of 
sketchbooks, as a place in which 
you collect – collect thoughts, 
collect imagery, collect 
references… Fundamentally 
sketchbooks are about making 
your thoughts and ideas real, by 
writing, drawing, doodling, 
scrawling, sticking.You may be 
asked to produce some or all of 
your GCSE work in a sketchbook.

Record
Draw
Collect 
Present
Write
Experiment
Plan



Mood Boards and mind maps
A mood board is a type of collage 
consisting of images, text, and 
samples of objects in a 
composition. It can be based upon 
a set topic or can be any 
material chosen at random. 

A mood board can be used to 
convey a general idea or feeling 
about a particular topic.

When you start a new project, creating a 
mood board is an effective way of collecting 
ideas at the start.

Use annotation and key words to highlight 
and explain your thoughts about the 
images you have collected. 

Fill your page!

Be creative with your 
presentation! 

Use Google images and 
Pinterest to collect 
images and ideas. 



How to annotate your work You must include written 
annotations in your 
work.Your annotations 
should explain your 
thinking, ideas and your 
intentions for your work. 

Ways to present 
annotations..

Handwritten
Typed

collaged



Observational studies
Observational studies can 
be drawings, photographs 
or 3D models.

An observational study is an accurate copy of an object 
done through  careful observation.

In A03 you are required to record your ideas. You can do this through 
observational studies. You can also record your ideas through annotations, 
moodboards, mind maps and research. 



Taking photographs! 
Taking your own photographs can be an 
excellent way to record your 
observations and ideas. Taking your 
own photographs allows you to create 
original images of your own that you 
can adapt or refer to in the design 
phase of your project! 

Think about how 
you could present 
your photographs 
creatively in your 
sketchbook! 

Include annotation 
to explain the 
thinking behind 
your images! 

There are lots of apps for your phone that are great for editing 
photographs 

When taking a photograph think about:

Composition
Lighting
Angles
Content
Colour or black and white?
Depth of field (what do you want in focus?)
Mood and style 

Think about 
presenting all of your 

images as a small 
contact sheet and 
then pick out your 
favourite images! 



Artist study… looking at the work of others
In order to fulfill the 
criteria of AO1 you must look 
at the work of other artists, 
designers and craftspeople. 
This work should inspire your 
own work. 

In your project you should 
look at the work of a variety 
of artists or designers. 

You should create a 
presentation of your 
research and make studies 
of their work.

Make work in response to your chosen artist! 



Design ideas Your design ideas should be inspired by your initial research, artist 
studies and observations. You will need to show a range of initial ideas. 

You will need to 
choose which idea to 
develop further. Use annotation to explain your design ideas. 



Developing your design ideas
For A02 you should show evidence of exploring and refining your ideas.

Way to explore your ideas..

Try different compositions
Try different colour schemes
Try different media
Add something
Take something away
Try a different style

It is important that you don't 
become too attached to your 
first idea.

Trying different colours

Trying different compositions



Final Outcomes
Your final outcome is your final piece or final 
response to the theme of your project. You 
may have more than one outcome.

Your final outcome could be a 2D or 3D piece! 

Your final outcome should show links to the 
artists you have looked at in your project 
and be a realization of your intentions. 

2D and 3d 
outcomes 

inspired by the 
work of Ian 

Murphy and taken 
from the 

students own 
photographs and 

drawings

Your final 
outcomes are 
assessed under 
assessment 
object 4 and 
are worth 25% 
of your 
overall mark. 



Media 



Shading techniques and styles
Shading is the 
process of 
adding value 
to create the 
illusion of 
form, space, 
and most 
importantly - 
light in a 
drawing

You can create different shading 
styles by using different types 
of marks. 



Tonal drawing 
A tonal drawing is done, usually in pencil, using 
tones of black through the greys to white (the 
white is the colour of the paper). Coloured pencils, 
crayons, charcoal, and other mediums, can also be 
used.

Tonal scale

Tonal value = how light or dark something is. 

Showing tonal detail in a 
drawing helps to show the 
form of an object

You can create different tones in 
pencil by applying different 
pressures when shading. 



Painting techniques and styles Oil painting.

Watercolor 
painting.

Pastel painting.

Acrylic painting.

Digital painting.

Sand painting.

Texture painting

Matte painting.

Spray Painting.

Graffiti Art.

There are many different approaches to painting. 
You may want to explore different styles or types 
of painting in your own work.

Impressionist
Paintily
Photorealism 
Abstract



Mixed media
In visual art, mixed media is an artwork in which more than one medium or 
material has been employed. Assemblages and collages are two common examples 
of art using different media that will make use of different materials including 
cloth, paper, wood and found objects.

Using different media together
The use of mixed media began around 1912 
with the cubist collages and constructions 
of Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque, and 
has become widespread as artists developed 
increasingly open attitudes to the media 
of art. Essentially art can be made of 
anything or any combination of things.

https://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/c/cubism
https://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/c/collage
https://www.tate.org.uk/artists/pablo-picasso
https://www.tate.org.uk/artists/georges-braque
https://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/m/medium


Collage
The term collage derives from the French 
term papiers collés (or découpage), used to 
describe techniques of pasting paper 
cut-outs onto various surfaces. It was 
first used as an artists’ technique in the 
early twentieth century.

Collage can also include other media such 
as painting and drawing, and contain 
three-dimensional elements.

A montage is more formal 
than a collage and is usually 
based on a theme

A photomontage is 
a collage constructed 
from photographs

https://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/p/paper
https://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/p/painting
https://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/d/drawing


Relief printing Materials used 
to create 
reliefs….

Wood
Lino
Polystyrene
Cutting tools
Roller
Printing inks

Wood Cut. A method of relief 
printing from a block of wood cut 
along the grain.

Relief printing is a family of 
printing methods where a 
printing block or plate that 
has had ink applied to its 
surface, but not to any 
recessed areas, is brought 
into contact with paper.
Pressure is applied to press the 
print onto the paper.

The raised area of the block is 
the area that is transferred 
onto the paper. 

Thick printing 
inks should be 
used to ink up 
your relief, 
using a roller 
to apply the 
ink. 

Angie Lewin is a lino print artist, wood 
engraver, screen printer and painter depicting 

the UK's natural flora in linocut and other 
limited edition prints.



Relief sculpture Any three-dimensional element attached to a 
basically flat surface is said to be in relief or a 
relief element.

Sculptors make relief sculpture from many materials, 
including stone, cardboard, paper, clay and wood.



Watercolour painting 
Watercolour is a painting on paper or cardboard with 
colors diluted in water. The colours used are transparent 
(depending on the amount of water in the mix) and 
sometimes reveal the bottom of (white) paper, which acts 
as another tone.

Explore different brushes to 
achieve different types of mark

12 Watercolour Painting Tips

1. Use Quality Paints.
2. Use The Right Paper.
3. Stretch Your Watercolour Paper.
4. Draw Lightly.
5. Use the Right Brush.
6. Loosen Up.
7. Limit Your Palette.
8. Layer Washes.
9. Use Masking Fluid.

10. Create a Full Range of Value.

The overall look of 
watercolour is fluid and 
light. You can combine 
water colour with other 
media such as pencil 
crayon or pen.
Water colours come in 
different forms, solid, in 
a tube and even as a 
pencil crayon. 



Acrylic paint  
Techniques for Paint Application
The beauty of acrylic paint is that it can look totally different depending on how you 
apply it. The more you experiment, the better it gets!

Drybrush 
When you apply straight-outta-the-tube paint to a 
canvas using a dry brush, you'll create a strong stroke 
of color on the page. Your lines will be uneven (because 
there's no water to soften the edges), but dry brushing 
can give you a purposeful painterly effect.

Washing
If you water it down enough, acrylic acts a 
bit like watercolor ! You can use the diluted 
paint to apply translucent washes on your 
surface. But unlike watercolor, the acrylic 
paint will set permanently.

Palette Knife
Applying paint with a palette knife is an instant 
way to make your work look painterly

Dabbing 
Think of dabbing like very artistic sponge painting: Using the 
corner of a sponge or even a piece of paper towel, dab on 
accents of color. This creates a texture that can't be replicated 
with any other applicator.

https://www.mybluprint.com/playlist/11488/21401?t=127
https://www.mybluprint.com/playlist/11488/21401?t=127


Art terms 



The formal elements Line  Value/tone  Form  Colour Texture  Shape  Space



Colour theory - mixing and the colour wheel



pattern A repeating artistic or decorative design



Art movements An art movement is a tendency or style in art with a specific 
common philosophy or goal, followed by a group of artists 
during a specific period of time You may 

want to 
look at a 
particular 
art 
movement 
or style in 
order to 
develop 
ideas for 
your own 
work. 


