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Key Knowledge Skills and Understanding for Key Stage 3

What do students know and what can they do?

Composing Performing Appraising

-
E
xc

el
lin

g
  
  
+
  

(P
ro

je
ct

ed
 G

ra
d
e 

9
 a

t 
G

C
S
E
) 
  

 

• Students will create a variety of ideas using a range of 

notes, elements and devices.

• Students will be able to develop their ideas using all of the 

elements of music, offering contrast within their work.

• Students will be able to explain their ideas coherently 
using specific musical vocabulary. 

• Students will evaluate and refine their ideas and the work 

of others as they work.

• Students will record their ideas using musical notation and 

software..
• Students will compose music within a given style or genre.

• Students will perform complex melodies, added chords and complex 

rhythms from ear or from notation.

• Students will demonstrate fluency.

• Students will perform with good technique.

• Students will show resilience in improving their performance work 
through self and peer assessment.

• Students will recognize how to create chords.

• Students will demonstrate dexterity and coordination.

▪ Performance work will be accurate and follow given performance 

directions.
▪ Students will take peripatetic music lessons or learn a instrument at 

home.

• Students will recognize elements of music such as pitch, 

tempo, sonority and dynamics, texture, structure, rhythm, 

harmony, tonality and articulation.

• Students will recognize changes in the elements of music 

such as pitch, dynamics, texture, structure, rhythm, harmony, 
tonality and articulation.

• Students will be able to articulate changes in the elements of 

music using specific musical vocabulary.

• Students will be able to justify the use of elements in musical 

examples, linking them to the function and historical context 
of the genre.
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• Students will create a variety of ideas using a range of 

notes, elements and devices.

• Students will be able to develop their ideas using the 

elements of music, offering some contrast within their 

work.
• Students will be able to explain their ideas coherently 

using specific musical vocabulary. 

• Students will evaluate and refine their ideas as they work.

• Students will record their ideas in an appropriate format.

• Students will perform melodies, chords and rhythms from ear or 

from notation.

• Students will demonstrate fluency.

• Students will perform with good technique.

• Students will show resilience in improving their performance work 
through self and peer assessment.

• Students will recognize how to create chords.

• Students will demonstrate dexterity and coordination.

• Students will show an interest in extra-curricular music projects.

• Students will recognize elements of music such as pitch, 

tempo, sonority and dynamics, texture, structure and 

articulation.

• Students will recognize changes in the elements of music 

such as pitch, dynamics, texture, structure and articulation.
• Students will be able to articulate changes in the elements of 

music using specific musical vocabulary.

• Students will be able to justify the use of elements in musical 

examples, linking them to the function and historical context 

of the genre.
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What do students know and what can they do?

Composing Performing Appraising
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notes and devices.

• Students will be able to develop their ideas using the 

simple elements of music such as pitch, tempo and 

dynamics.
• Students will be able to explain their ideas coherently 

using simple specific musical vocabulary. 

•

• Students will perform melodies and rhythms from ear or from 

notation.

• Students will demonstrate fluency.

• Students will perform with an awareness of technique.

• Students will show resilience in improving their performance work 
through self and peer assessment.

• Students will recognize elements of music such as pitch, 

tempo, sonority and dynamics and articulation.

• Students will recognize clear changes in the elements of 

music such as pitch, dynamics and articulation.

• Students will be able to articulate changes in the elements of 
music using specific vocabulary.

• Students will be able to justify the use of elements in musical 

examples, linking them to the function of the example.
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• Students will create simple ideas using a limited range of 

notes and devices.

• Students will be able to change given ideas using the 

elements of music.

• Students will be able to explain their ideas coherently 
using non specific musical vocabulary. 

• Students will perform simple melodies and rhythms from ear or from 

limited notation.

• Students will demonstrate some fluency.

• Students will perform with an awareness of technique.

• Students will recognize simple elements of music such as 

pitch, tempo, sonority families and dynamics.

• Students will recognize clear changes in simple elements of 

music such as pitch, tempo and dynamics.

• Students will be able to articulate changes in the elements of 
music using non specific vocabulary.
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• Students will create simple ideas using a limited range of 

notes and devices.

• Students will be able to change given ideas using the 

elements of music.

• Students will perform simple melodies and rhythms from ear or from 

adapted notation.

• Students will demonstrate some fluency.

• Students will recognize simple elements of music such as 

pitch, tempo, sonority families and dynamics.

• Students will recognize clear changes in simple elements of 

music such as pitch, tempo and dynamics.
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