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Year Group Venue(s) Proposed Date(s) for P2S Exams

Year 11 P2S1 Classrooms WB 28th September

WB 5th October
Year 11 P2S2 (Mocks) Sports Hall (All Subjects) WB 30th November

WB 7th December

WB 14th December
Year 11 P2S3 Sports Hall (Core (E, M and S) & 

History / Geography / Spanish / 

Computer Science)

11th and 12th March

WB 15th March

WB 22nd March

GCSE EXAMS Start Date: Monday, 10 May 2027 (formal written papers begin).

Early Assessments
•Speaking Tests: Modern Foreign Language (Spanish) oral exams usually take place in April and early May 
before the main written timetable begins.
•Practical & Coursework: Science practical experiments and non-exam assessments (NEAs) are scheduled by 
individual schools ahead of the main written window.
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College Applications



English & Maths

• 50% of students achieving Grade 5+ in both English and maths

• 70% of students achieving Grade 4+ in both English and maths

• Close to or above National Average



Attainment 8 / Progress 8

• Attainment 8 = average grade across 8 subjects – colleges are 
looking for this more and more!

• Progress 8 = average progress made across 8 subjects – this is 
measure from KS2 Data (SATs).



English Language

Reading

Students need to be able to:

• Read a fiction and non-

fiction text closely

• Retrieve information

• Compare ideas

• Select quotations

• Make inferences

Writing

Students need to be able to:

• Write a creative story

• Write a non-fiction text

• Use the correct structure 

and organisation

• Use a range of sentences

• Use a range of punctuation
• Spell correctly



English Literature
Students need to be able to:

• Write two essays on a Shakespeare text

• Write two essays about poems in the Anthology – one is a 

comparison essay

• Write an essay about ‘A Christmas Carol’

• Write an essay about ‘Blood Brothers’

• Write two essays about poems that are previously unseen – one is 

a comparison essay

At home students must learn quotations from their Shakespeare texts, the Anthology 
poems, ‘A Christmas Carol’ and ‘Blood Brothers’.

Students are not allowed to take the texts into the exam and therefore they need to 
memorise key quotations in order to write their essays.



Maths Strategy 
Every lesson counts

Maths Passport

Used in every lesson, morning revision and 

independent study to identify and practise key 

areas for improvement.

RAG System

Red, Amber and Green topics help students 

prioritise revision. Red = highest priority.

Weekly Testing

Progress test one week; Up to the Staples test the 

next. 36/40 is the progress test pass mark.

Individual Targets

Every student has an individual target for Up to the 

Staples tests and knows what they need to achieve 

next.

Weekly Tracking

We track test scores, attitude to learning, 

homework and independent study so support can 

be targeted quickly.

Calculator Strategy

A whole-school approach to building confidence in 

when and how to use a calculator effectively.

THE YEAR 11 ROUTINE

Attend  →  Engage  →  Practise  →  Revise  →  Test  →  Improve  →  Repeat
Small improvements every week will make a big difference by GCSE exam season.







Attendance



Attendance





Evidence about GCSEs

• Research shows that students with 95% to 100% attendance are nearly twice as 
likely to achieve a strong pass (Grade 5 or above) in English and maths GCSEs 
compared to peers attending 90% to 95% of the time. 

• Every additional grade at GCSE equates boosting future earnings by around 
£23,000, and one higher grade in each of nine subjects correlating with an extra 
£207,000. 

• That’s an average of over £5,000 per year extra over 40 years. 

• That’s over £400 per month.



Homework

• No excuses – it is part of the strategy

• Monday – English

• Tuesday – Science

• Wednesday – Maths

• Options – as per guide / every week.

• Homework club – before school, lunchtime and after school





RAG

• Every Wednesday

• Updated by class teacher

• Informs Interventions



Interventions

• Form Time

• Core PE

• PD

• Options

• Super Curriculum

• Saturday School / Holidays



Marathon or a Sprint?



Marathon or a Sprint?



The Race! 

The bell curve



Revision 

• Should have already begun

• Every night

• Super Curriculum is not enough

• One hour – at least

• Planned and stuck to!



Revision Strategies 



How you can help and support? 

• Ask, check, support and challenge

• Quiet place / Access to WiFi / Computer

• Monitor screen time!

• ‘I’ve done it.’

• ‘I’ve got none.’



Coping with exam stress…



How to deal with exam stress

• Don’t rely on a single strategy to 
revise

• Make a revision timetable and 
stick to it

• It isn’t a solo journey – 
collaborate!

• Practice makes perfect – past 
exam papers/mocks

• Take a deep breath and give 
yourself time to think



Prom & Summer TT

• Thursday 24th June 2027

•

•

•



Every single day
 Every single lesson
 Every single subject 
Every grade matters



Please use your sheet to guide you where to 
attend next. 

There is general revision support in the atrium.

Thank you for attending.
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